Havant Children’s University New Chancellor Ali Sparkes, Children’s Author. She has written this biography as her introduction. She will be attending the Steering Group Meeting on Monday 10th January 2011. 
Ali Sparkes meant to be a superstar singer and actress by now, but that never quite happened… probably because this was in the olden days before StrictlyPopXTalentIdol. Which clearly wasn't fair. She could have done it otherwise.
After many drama school rejections, National Service as a Pontin’s Bluecoat (which she firmly believes everyone should do), a stint in cabaret and then singing in cheesy cover bands, Ali finally got a proper job in local newspapers before absconding to the BBC in the late 90s. A bit of local radio presenting and producing followed before she chucked in the day job and started writing comedy stuff for Radio 4 (Woman’s Hour & Home Truths).
She also knocked out 22 highly successful quarterly magazines for BBC Radio Solent, prompting a series of similar BBC local radio magazines around the UK, and learned to edit, do photography and make crosswords along the way. But since The Shapeshifter: Finding The Fox came out in 2006, she’s found her groove.  If you were to snap her in half she would read CHILDREN’S AUTHOR through the middle, like Brighton rock. Although it would probably be a bit difficult to read, what with the blood and entrails and all that… 
Ali's first stand alone novel, Frozen In Time, won the Blue Peter Book of the Year Award in 2010 and her subsequent children's adventure, Wishful Thinking, is currently longlisted for the Carnegie Prize as well as short-listed for the Portsmouth Children's Book Award. 
Ali visits schools and festivals all over the UK and Southern Ireland and gets invitations to go further abroad - but just can't find the time at the moment, as she's got seven books to write between now and September, as well as ten coming out this year. And they don't promote themselves, you know! One of these ten is a short World Book Day book, a spin off from her new S.W.I.T.C.H. series - BUG BATTLE - out on World Book Day in March.
Hampshire-born and bred, Ali's married with two sons, aged 16 and (nearly) 13. Her husband, Simon Tilley, is a musician, composer and producer who does all the twiddly and clever audio bits for her on-line animated trails. She runs a bit and does tai chi a bit, which means she's learning martial arts moves in a slow and graceful manner. She'll be alright in a dark alley... as long as she is attacked veeeery, veeeeery slooooowly...
